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handiing prodlem in the mine boonuve mu)ma! matorinl which
0

fell from tho shaft was too 808t to bo hg.nd d by tho regular
squipnsny provided, Uuch was tho situatien on Yriday tho 21at

Hovombar,

On ¢his ahy the pen omfzo ad undorgrbund were experiencing
sq¢rene 41801 0ulty 4n o ing the olay-like putt ngn 21 €6 the
AARBPE T Egnin oonveyor for fransport from the mine, Thio wap

minox wi;Fr flowss Buoi a situnsion procentod a matorisls

brought about baocauss -ho olay had %o bo soraped up a ramp and
through grigei~y pareen made up of four pootions of rnl way
rakl, &rizsiny ooreen {a dasignad 4o provunt axoennively
largo lurps of matorial from falling on to the oonveyor and
oaucing possible Jamage, In an 8tt2mpt to oase the oaiticn,
the ~ing nnﬁer ingtructed that 1ws of the hare of {tho grissley
Yo romovod before tho btart of tho !y shift eon thy 218t Nevem—
bor, he dntention wap to dinorease the gap besween the bdars nng
39 lo% ihe matorial yunu ithrough with less gifrfioulty. Tho bars
) trre souoved but falled to produco the royult deaired, It wan
faus conc.uded that all the bars would have to Yo romoved if
tho mat:»lal wus %0 be hailled in an offiofent mannor, It waw
sleoind out away the resvaining tvo rails ueing an oxy-acoty-
lone toroh during she mid=day orid bdroak,

iho panager authoriood thé une of tho oxy=ncetylonse appnrntug
u8 was raquired Ly Rule 146b of ¢ho Scoond Sohadule t¢ tho Coal
ﬁinin? Acta, @0 that the work ocould procesd, wWnilst tho rules
:2000imted with ox{-naatylono wolding and outting do not roquiro
~by there L2 a polloy at ooal niney that sueh work ia oerdy donae
vith ail perscanel out of the mine, and only thooe asosoointed
with the mctual Job remain on 0ites For thio reammon ths fittor/
welder and his aoaletant wors ra?uirod to do tho unotunl outting,
the mlnogn wero rotained to provide libour as required, and the
two offiaials, the underground Ranager and deputy, ronsinod on
the eito to be anmured that safe oonditions pravall-d while the
wolding procoaded. Aa was roquired, the mine doput{ thoroughly
sxaminod the wholo of the arsa fop &ho pracenae of inflamabdle

" g€noc (methans) uelng bdoth a lame srliety lamp and a methans do-
toctory carpsdle of detormining Craotions of a par oent, of ouoh
Oud, 5 he ocould not Cind gan aywhere in tho nrep, he parmittod
tho oxy-aoetylono toroh to be 14t and the sutting to oommenoco,

One rall wae out and the toreh extingulehed, The autting tip
en 4he toroh was oleaned and the filame relit, pro Tatory to
meXing the next out. With the flame alight & fall of ground

Awzy and on the return aly sido of tho outting site. The fitter/
weliier, Brian Joleman, hsard the fal) and rep Luinf that gao

Bay be brought down by it, went to extinguish tho lamo, but be-
fore he sould do 85, gas wad ewspt over tho sutting elto ano wns
ignited, 4ll parvone at tho zite ouffored burns to their arma,
ie8go and faoes, Burno wero dargely cithor first or sooond
dogree, Xing, tho underground mana or, organised the men and
Arrangsd fcr éhoir transport from the mine,

Prior %o the fall whioh brought the gas from tho rioo chaft
thore had not been any svidence of masplvo falls of matorzni
from euoh ohaft and thone on the 0ite had not enticipatod that

auch would take placs, They wero, howevor, awvars that the rise

oould sontain mathano booause suoh ovolvas from the ocoal scam

At 8irius Creek and tho atrntezdsaoont to 4¢. 7Tho pgam would bo

0xpeoted to remain 4in the rine boocauss it im only half asp heavy

as alr and normally migrates to the hignest point in nn{ working

Plaoe, Attempte had bvoen made to keof tho developing rlse frge

of 4as by a suction fan Lnotalled on he riee boring maochine at

the ourfaoe, Yuoh fan waa donigned to oxtract the gao from the

hollow oontrs of the drill atem, “hile this arrangoment worked JoTE
ougoesafully for the firut half of tho thaft, 1t lfafled following .
thia, injnl proYadility due to the oponings in the Arill stem
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being choked with 2ino outtihgn.

The gas whioh wna brought down the ripe 3 the fall would
huve been almoet Pure and would have Tequlred dilution by the
mino atmosphers to ut Lt in the Tango where {t wnuld vurn,
For this reason it i» aasumed shatg onlf the gas whioh a..s
into the workinge was aseooiatsd with ihe ignition, ans wany
88 which remained WP in tho shaft would have Yeen too purs

o burn. !

Polowing the ignivion several nore large falls or ground took
rlaaa from the rise ehaft, fhe falls ¥8re of suoh maymitude
hat the panagex would net permit Peeons to remain underground
until epomp 8tability oould be aohlevad in the shalt, 2his wng
attenptad by having the wmise drill oy the Surfmoe stirisd un
and drilling thse reeining 200, allowin the outtlizs to ral1
and acousilats in the mine, 7Thig oferat‘on $cok unt{l ihe 242y
Novombder and wiih the shaft holed through to the surfoce if wam

failure of poveral ols bande, Boyond this, & water bearin-
horison was interseciad and g low of water a8mronged Rt 5, 00
allons an houw poured into the ming, To seal off the wa%ar Liow
and statlise the olay horisons, a sigel olroulay linsr wasa

lowered down tha shaft and attezpts made to introduss sonsxste
behind the liner, Thi, oaused further shafi €lde” fallura with

the lo=s of the aonorete filiing, The mine has 7illed wiin wasar
and 4t ia bellisved that the oonorete ha» plugged the shalt botton,

Recent 1nafootlone have revsaled the workinge to Yo almost oom--
pPletely f£11led witl, woter and woik i Pressntly undasr wui de—
vatering the aine. Tho aite of the ipnition haws, for thia reoaisn,
Berosen inapeosed, and will jowsiblyinoitod avail

dpection untl) the latter ond of February,

I am confident, howsver, that the details sot out in this report
4r9 generally ocrruet in that they have beon derived following
disoussions with all parsons assooleted with the inoident, I

— have taken atatements {rom the Mine Doputy and <he fitter/weldop
and have rece{ved reporta from the Mine Manager and Mine Undar-
ground Manager, and all genarallg indloate a similgr appraalstion
of ®he osourrence, Beyond this Y have discussed the {gniticn
with the gther foraonl on the acene at the time, but becavse
thelir appreciation ip similar %o that already dotalled 4n “ha
statoments, I have not taken statomsnte Lrom thum,

It 4m not ny intsntion to roquost that a minin inguiry be held
inteo this coourrsnee as I an satisfied trhat a3 ralevant daza
has besn revesled and beyond this, the Department hags alresady
taken astion in respect of future Tequirsments inmg 80t of riase
drilling, The metter of the uee o7 Sxy=qaoetylene wa ding oquipw
ment undorground 4is the aubjeot for 8arly amondment so that this
&%poot requires ne further clarifiocation,

Yor fou: information I attaen hexreto, (a) copy of the advioe
raceived from R.J, Praser, Mine Panager, Biriug Creek No,1;
y tament

oopy of the roport to the Mine Manager from €.J. Xing, the
unferground mana er, Birius Oresk Noe«1i} :ﬁ 00Dy of the u{A
arnDISTWrL ley, HMine Doth ) (4) oopghor 0 atement, Brian
9) o ]

fi]
Colenpan, F tter/welder; ofy of of mino workings,
Birius Oroek Rou1, showing varioua detailie assooiated with the

inoldeng,
Yourp faithtully,

%CK%U%‘ !
G. K, HARDIR
Angreotor of Oogd Minoes
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