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M inerstrapped afteraccidentin Ru ssia'sArctic
pro no u nced dead
MOSCOW

The 2 6 m iners w ho w ere tra pped in a Ru ssia n c o a l m ine a b o ve the A rc tic c irc le ha ve died

a nd resc u e o pera tio ns ha ve b een ha lted a ftera third b la stu ndergro u nd killed severa l

resc u e w o rkers, em ergenc y servic es sa id o n Su nda y.

The m iners w ere tra pped o n Thu rsda y a ftera su dden lea k o fm etha ne ga s c a u sed tw o

b la sts tha tled pa rts o fthe Severna ya m ine in Vo rku ta to c o lla pse.

PresidentVla dim irPu tin o rdered a go vernm entc o m m issio n to b e setu pto lo o k into the

inc identa tthe m ine o pera ted b y Vo rku ta u go l, a su b sidia ry o fSeversta l.

"The c irc u m sta n c es in the a ffec ted pa rto fthe m ine did no ta llo w a nyo ne to su rvive,"

Ru ssia ' s Em ergenc ies M inisterVla dim irPu c hko v sa id in televised c o m m ents a ftervisiting

the m ine.

"In the u ndergro u nd spa c e w here the 2 6 m iners w ere, there a re high tem pera tu res a nd no

o xygen. "

Denis Pa ikin, Vo rku ta u go l' s tec hnic a l direc to r, c o n c u rred w ith Pu c hko v' s a ssessm ent.

The Em ergenc ies M inistry sa id o n its w eb site tha tu ndergro u nd resc u e o pera tio ns ha d

b een ha lted a ftera third b la stea rly o n Su nda y killed six peo ple.

A Seversta l spo kesw o m a n c o nfirm ed to Reu ters tha tsix peo ple ha d died in Su nda y' s b la st

a nd tha tfive o fthem w ere resc u e w o rkers.

The to ta l dea th to ll fro m the a c c identno w sta nds a t36 peo ple.

The episo de is the la testin a lo ng line o fa c c idents in Ru ssia ' s c o a l m ining indu stry a nd is

likely to ra ise fresh qu estio ns a b o u tho w stric tly sa fety ru les a re b eing fo llo w ed.

Po o rsa fety sta nda rds w ere b la m ed fo ra n explo sio n a tthe Ulya no vska ya c o a l m ine in the

so u thern Sib eria n regio n o fKem ero vo in M a rc h 2 0 0 7. The Ulya no vska ya disa sterc la im ed

the lives o fm iners in Ru ssia ' s w o rstm ining a c c identsinc e the 1 991 c o lla pse o fthe So viet

Unio n.

The hea d o fthe Ko m i repu b lic , w here the Vo rku ta m ine is lo c a ted, ha s dec la red a three-

da y m o u rning perio d in the repu b lic sta rting fro m Su nda y.

( Repo rting b y A lexa nderW inning a nd Po lina Devitt;Editing b y Da vid Go o dm a n )
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