


POLICE SPY UNCOVERED
BY KIMBERLEY ANC

~The ANC has no place for po-
licemen, spies and informers in its
ranks. henever they are dis-
covered, they must be thrown out
and exposea. The following story
ofIfCOnstabIe Direko speaks for it-
self.

He served as a constable of the
S.AP. continuously for thirteen
years, stationed at Griquastad
about a hundred miles from Kim-
berley. On the 6th June, 1959, he
was “discharged” from the force,

for “carrying on a business (pho-
tography) without the permission
of the Commissioner (of Police).”

He had never heard of the ANC
previously, he stated on being
uestions, but on the 18th June,
959, he joined the ANC in Kim-
berley at a public meeting. Soon
afterwards he featured actively in
taking shots of prominent ANC
personalities, whenever the oppor-
tunity presented itself. He never
missed any meeting; he even gate-

Police spy Direko is the man in the centre wearing glasses.

A WAY OUT
OF DANGER

TT is true that New Age can

only survive with the aid of
donations. But there is another
method which can make our
lives easier, even although it
will never entirely solve our
financial problems. That me-
thod is to increase the sales of
the paper.

If we were to sell 50,000
papers each week, giving us a
readershllo of about 250,000,
we would begin to show a
slight profit on each paper sold.
Besides making a little money,
we would get our message over
to so many more people.

Every Congress — member
should make it his or her task
to sell at least 12 papers week-
ly. If this were done through-
out the country, our circula-
tion would be staggering—it
would be far above the 50,000
_mgrk. And it is not a difficult
ob.

. HELP US INCREASE OUR
SALES IN 1960!

HELP US DECREASE
OUR MONEY WORRIES IN
1960!

START NOWI!

Last Week's Donations:
Johannesburg:

Anon 10s., Mr. P. £1, V. £2,
Council colls. 8.9d., Bennie &
Mary (Xmas promise) £75, B.
£5. Donation £2, Mrs. N. £1,
Doctor £5.

Cape Town:

J. & H. (Xmas promise) £30,
Alf £1, B.H. £30, Jumble (dper
Gladys) £2, Rev. G. 4s., Pa R/Y
%Xmas promise) £10, B. & M.
per Alex) £5.

TOTAL: £170 2s. 9d.

crashed executive meetings of the
ANC, and the Youth League.

During the week when prepara-
tions were being made for a dele-
ation to leave for the ANC Con-
erence in Durban, he publicly
boasted to his friends that he
would go either as a delegate or
on his own, but go he must!

ANC RAIDS POLICE!

At this stage he was armed with
a membership card not only for
1959. but also for 1960 as well.
Realising the danger this would
mean to the whole organisation,
the Executive decided to act. They
invited him for a chat. For a
change it was the ANC that raided
the premises of a policeman (with
his permission of course).¥

~ Photographic equipment includ-
ing expensive cameras, enlargers,
driers, etc. were found, costing
over £120 (his estimation), A do-
cument signed by a hlgh ranking
police officer was found. It stated
that “Native Constable John
Direko was discharged on the
6th June. 1959, after serving for
13 years”, for the reasons stated
above.

His Dom Pass, however, stated
that he was an employee of the
S.A.P. since 1946, and no mention
was made of his discharge. After
this interview, Direko was ex-
pelled from the Kimberley branch
of the ANC, and was asked to
surrender his membership cards;
he promised to do so.

BACK IN POLICE

On the 2nd January, 1960 be-
tween 9 and 10 a.m., a police van
with Kimberley registration num-
bers. and with well known Spe-
cial Branch men, pulled up at 4A
Michael Street (where Direko
lived for 7 months) and collected
him plus his equipment and drove
off at high speed.

At the time of writing. Native
Constable John Direko is back in
the police force after his sojourn
in the ANC. He is still armed
with our membership cards, so
please take note!

ARTHUR E. LETELE
Kimberley

Nyanga Arrests

Whv are the people so badly
treated bv the police at Nyanga?
On the 11th December, 1959, | was
at the door of my house, when a
police van pulled up in front of my
house. About five African police
jumped out of the van and caught
hold of me by the shoulder and
asked me for my pass. | gave it to
them. One of them swore at me.
My wife came out of the house
protesting. She was told to shut up,
otherwise she would be arrested.
She was arrested. | went to the
charge office and they told me to
pay £1 admission of guilt. | re-
fused to pay it and | paid £5 bail.
On the 14th December we went
to Langa Court with the lawyer.
We were told that the policeman
concerned was sick. So the case
was postponed to the 14th of

January.
B.B.N.
Nyanga West

COALBROOK DISASTER

(Continued from page 1)

the front of the African miners'

rights to organise themselves.

The figure released in Parliament
of over 700 miners losing their
lives in the mines last year in South
Africa should have sent shudders
through the country equal to those
caused by the Clydesdale tragedy.

There is no getting away from the
fact that the richest industry in
South Africa holds a black record
in respect of conditions for its huge
African labour force. The Govern-
ment and the gold mining industry
together after the 1946 strike
smashed the African Mineworkers’
Union and since then the mines and
compounds have been steel-proofed
against organisation bv the miners
to improve their conditions.

COMPENSATION

The S.A. Congress of Trade
Unions now leads in the campaign
for equal compensation for the lost
miners’ families and a full investi-
gation into the causes of the disas-
ter. A judicial commission will be
appointed, the Government has aL
ready announced, but this, stress
trade unionists, must be a public
commission and not one held be-
hind closed doors, in case certain
circles are contemplating this.

SPECIAL BRANCH

Ugly omens have been the pre-
sence and activities of the political
police and the Special Branch in
and around Clvdesdale compound
these last days. TTiey are said to be
on the lookout for agitators.

What has agitation to do with the
mine tragedy in which over 400
lost their lives? _

Even as rescue operations were
carried on, the Special Branch was
interrogating  Africans. Why? Is
there an atternpt to gag any Afri-
cans who may have relevant evi-
dence to be heard by an inquiry
into the disaster?

Does the Special Branch not like
the sound of the account two news-
apers—New Age and Golden City
ost—"ave carried of African
miners sensing the impending disas-
ter and rushing from the mine only
for some to be ordered back again
on ;)aln of prosecution for deser-
tion*

All these reports and others must
be tested in the post-disaster in-
quiry, but the presence of the Spe-
cial Branch questioning and intimi-
dating is not reassuring in the light
of this police department’s record.
~There have been reports, uncon-
firmed by any official circles, of
some African miners especially
from Basutoland deserting Clydes-
dale. and maybe the Special Branch
has been on the spot for this rea-
son, too.

Searching questions asked about
whether this mine accident could
have been prevented have signifi-
cantly been repeated in the columns
of the Portuguese paper Noticias in
Lourenco Marques.

The loss of 210 Portuguese st
African miners was also the subject
of a motion in the Lisbon Parlia-
ment when it was raised by a de-

uty from Mozambique. TTiese 210

E.A. recruits come from villages
in the Inhambani_area around Lou-
renco Marques. The news of this
disaster will undoubtedly be a
major setback to future recruiting
for the mines in this district.

The Portuguese Government is
said to be considering paying out
compensation monies In addition to
those paid out by the mine insur-
ance scheme under which the® majo-
rity of African miners will gQet
something in the neighbourhood of
£180 to £200.

FOREWARNING

_The inquiry into the Clydesdale
disaster will  probably be highly
technically involved, but the report
on the Clvdesdale North colliery
presented 13 months ago makes re-
peated references to heavy rock-
falls, water seepage and the difficul-
ties of supporting the weak roofs
of the galleries in the pit.

The report deals with the intro-
duction of South Africa’s first con-
tinuous miner ever installed which
operated in the Clydesdale North
colliery A paper presented by the
colliery’s general manager contains
a detailed account of the installa-
tion and working of this mechani-
cal mining machinery. The report
states in part:

“Over a considerable area the
roof has proved exfremelv weak
and several extensive falL have
taken place.” Also: “Examination
of the area not used for stowage
some six years later showed hea
falls completely closing the road-
ways in many places.”

On the face of it these difficulties
called for even greater safety mea-
sures than usual in a mine with a
weak roof of soft shaly structure.
Were such precautions taken? The
country will want to know.

HELP SELL
NEW AGE

SACTU FIGHTS FOR COMPENSATION

JOHANNESBURG.

the Hgnt of the Coalbrook
disaster, the South African Con-
Fc1;ress of Trade Unions (SACTU)
as urged trade unionists in South
Africa and throughout the world to
support the demand for:

« ADEQUATE COMPENSA-
TION for the dependants of Afri-
can mineworkers. and an equitable
distribution of all gifts received.

# An immediate substantial IN-
CREASE IN WAGES AND COM-
PENSATION RATES for African
mineworkers.

# An improvement in SAFETY
STANDARDS and the keeping of
records.

TN

e Genuine TRADE UNION
RIGHTS for all African mine-
workers.

Messages of sympathy and mone-
tary glfts should not obscure the
fact that the dependants of African
mineworkers are also the victims of
discrimination. SACTU sets out the
compensation position as follows:

1. White Dependants.
(@ The widow receives a lump sum

of £75 for immediate expenses

and £40 for family medical ex-

enses (No such immediate
ump sum payments are made
to the dependants of African
mineworkers.)
The widow of a white mine-
worker receives a pension of
£13. 11. 4d. per month, with
an extra £6. 15 8. payable
monthly for each child, up to
three children. _

(c) On remarriage, the wjdow" re-
ceives two years pension in a
lump sum, while the allowances
for the children continue until
they reach the age of 17.

(d) White miners contribute to a
Provident Fund and in cases of
fatal accidents, the contribu-
tions are paid to the widows in
a lump sum

This compensation could not be
called generoui, but it appears ex-
tremely generous when compared to
the compensation paid to the de-
pendants of African mineworkers.

2 African Dependants.

The dependants of African mine-

workers receive one lump sum pay-

(b)

ment of approximately £180. This
IS the only compensation paid.

CRUOFIED

An African trade unionist has
stated that the African mineworkers
are crucified in South Africa. This

hastly tragedy indicates how true
this is.

The South African Congress of
Trade Unions has long fought
against the outrageous wages paid
to_ African _mineworkers %3/- per
shift, excluding board and lodging,
as compared with an average of
ﬁer shift for white mineworkers) It
as also fought for adequate com-
pensation and undertakes to cam-
paign more determinedly than ever
on this bitter question.

SACTU’s memorandum on the
disaster has been circulated to the
Government, the mining company,
the International Labour Office and
trade wunions in the Union and
throughout the world. ]

It protests vigorously against the
non-release of an African casualty
list till days after the disaster.

INADEQUATE RECORDS
Mine officials have admitted that

the records immediately available
at the time of the disaster gave only
the Christian name and clock num-
ber of the African miners. (In other
words, the records reveal: Jim—
Clock No. 3. Jim—Clock No. 13,
Jim—Clock No. 23. Jim—Clock No.
30. Jim—Clock No. 300 and so on.)

The anguish of the relatives of
men employed at this mine cannot
be eeressed. Newspaper offices
have “en flooded with requests
from distracted families, asking
whether sons or husbands were in-
volved in the disaster, and NO IN-

FORMATION WAS AVAILABLE.

By contrast, within minutes of the
disaster, the full names of the six
trapped European miners were re-
leased.

Only in South Africa, where
Africans are regarded as numbers
and not as men, could such a state
of affairs arise. Where else could a
mine official, when asked whether
a full list of the trapped African
mineworkers was available, repl?/“:
“TTiere’s not a hope of getting a [ist
today. It’s a lot of checking. We’re
too busy.”



GENOCIDE!

Sophiatown Indians Forced Out of Shops,

JOHANNESBURG.

JANDIAN families who have

lived in Sophiatown for as
tong as 30 and 40 years were
forced to move to military huts
in Lenasia on Monday follow-
ing the refusal of the Resettle-
ment Board to renew their
monthly permits to remain in
Sophiatown after the end of

January.

Some families of ten or more
have had to move from 5 and 6-
roomed houses into a single-roomed
hut without partitions or ceilings.
Toilet and other amenities have to
be shared on a communal basis.

Others were waiting in their
homes with their possessions packed
but were urable to afford the £5
asked by the removal lorries and
hoping that someone would come
to the rescue with free transport.

COURT ORDER

Still other families are refusing to
move to Lenasia and will apply this
week to court for an interdict re-

straining the Resettlement Board
from carrying out the removal
order.

Homes

“We are already in a concentra-
tion camp. All we need is the gas
chambers,” commented one of the
Indians affected by a removal order.

“It’s a disgrace. They should
rather poison us—then we would be
out of their way,” was the comment
O a widow who with her 13 child-
ren was expected to move from an
8-roomed house into a hut. She was
lucky to find a 4-roomed house in
Lenasia to rent at £16 a month.

LIFE’S SAVINGS

Not so lucky is Mr. R. Sewnath,
who has lived happily in his 4-
roomed house next door to his little
shop ever since 1908. Because he
failed to sign a Resettlement Board
option in time his whole property
v/as expropriated and he will only
receive the ground value of £350.

His shop will be closed down and
he has no other means of livelihood
for his wife and three children. The
family has not yet been allocated a
hut in Lenasia but they have packed
their belongings and are waiting for
the demolishers to arrive.

“All our life’s savings,” said Mr.
Sewnath sadly. “And we can’t do
ar?ythmg—we cant even talk to
them.”

500 ON STRIKE AT
HAMMERSDALE

From M. P. Naicker
DURBAN.

IAISRUPTIVE tactics adopted by

J. C. Bolton, Secretary of the
Garment Workers’ Union  (Natal),
in an effort to smash the African
Garment Workers’ Union, which is
affiliated to  The South African
Congress of Trade Unions, ended in
a strike of over 500 workers at the
“factory in the reserve” at Ham-
mersdale, Natal, last Thursday.

Informing New Age of this deve-
lopment, Mr. Billy Nair, Secretary
ot the African Garment Workers’
Union, said that Trades Union
Council disrupters had been trying
for*nearly a year to break the Afri-
can union.

Having failed in their efforts,
they were uow trying to get a new
committee elected in the Hammers-
dale factory, with the active con-
nivance of the management.

AGREEMENT

“When the factory closed last
year,” said Mr. Nair, “the existing
committee of the Union and Mr.
Moses Mabhida, Chairman of
SACTU, met the employer and ne-
gotiated a settlement in terms of
which the employer paid the work-
ers a bonus of £1 each.”

Agreement was also reached on
the following points:

1 Full recognition of the Afri-
can Clothing Workers’ Union
(Hammersdale);

2. Negotiations to be held be-
fore April, 1960, for improve-
ments in wages and working
conditions of the workers;

3. Officials to be allowed to use
the factory’s cloakroom for all
meetings.

A meeting of the workers was
held in ihe cloakroom early in
January, said Mr. Nair. This was
followed by a meeting with the em-

ployers.
\GrrATOR

“But when the chairman of the
Union, Mr. Johannes Hlongwana,
approached the management two
weeks later with a proposal to meet
tbe Union’s executive to discuss the
question of wage increases, he was
told that he was an agitator and
that all members of the Committee
would he dismissed.”

According to Mr. Hlongwana,

the employer, Mr. Sam Glazer, told
him that the only people he would
be preja_ared to negotiate with were
“Mr. Jimmy Bolton’s Union from
Durban and the Industrial Council
of the Garment Workers.”

“When | reported to the workers,

they unanimously refused to go to
work as from last Thursday,” said
Mr. Hlongwana.
_There were protracted negotia-
tions, with the workers demanding
that both Mr. Billy Nair, their Sec-
retary, and Mr. Moses Mabhida,
the Chairman of SACTU, be pre-
sent at alt negotiations on their be-
half and the employer refusin? to
have anything to do with a delega-
tion in which these two were pre-
sent. Eventually a meeting was held
with both Messrs. Mabhida and
Nair present.

Also present, however, were Mr.
Bolton and the organiser of the
Garment Workers’ Union.

NEW ELECTIONS

Mr. Sam Glazer told them that
the present committee of the Union
did not represent the workers and
that he had arranged for a new
election ballot which would be con-
ducted by Mr. Bolton.

“We naturally rejected this and
asked the employer or any one of
the Labour Department officials
who were present during the nego-
tiations to address the workers, who
were all out on strike, and test
whether the present committee had
their confidence,” he said.

“Another exposure of the role of
Mr. Bolton in this matter was made
unwntmgﬂy by Mr. Glazer when he
told us that Mr. Bolton and the In-
dustrial Council had agreed to cer-
tain wage increases which would
bring up the Wagl(es of beginners to
£1 7. 9. per week.”

Mr. Nair said that Mr. Bolton
had no business to interfere with
(tjh? African workers at Hammers-
ale.

“The demand of the workers is
for a minimum wage of £3. 5. 0.
per week and £1. 7.°9. is not going
to satisfy them,” he added.

Tlie strike is still on. The workers
have refused to go back unless full
recognition is accorded to their
elected representatives. A number
of arrests have been made.

A Chinese family next door were
woken one morning by the demo-
lishers breaking down their home.
The family is afraid to wait to be
allocated a hut.

“They’ve got no mert®. You've
got to fly out of the windows and

oors when they decide to demo-
lish,” declared the irate wife.

Critically ill with a heart condi-
tion, Mr. R. Poonee has decided not
to move. Leriasia is nine miles away
from the nearest doctor and there
ia no telephone nearby. His doctor
told him he would not attend him
if he moves to Lenasia.

Mr. Poonee owns a plot in Le-
tiasia_and last month he submitted
a building plan but it was turned
down by the Group Areas Board.
He has now submitted another plan
and maintains that once the plan is
approved the house will only take
six weeks to complete.

BUT THE ESETTLEMENT
BOARD REFUSES TO GRANT
HIM AN EXTENSION PERMIT.

Mr. Poonee will apply this week
for an interdict against the Board.

PERMIT SYSTEM
The Resettlement Board took
over the Indians’ property 15

months ago. Since then the Indians
have been the Board’s tenants on
monthly permits. In November they
were told theg would have to move
in January, but no one took this
seriously. On January 26 they re-
ceived notices to move out at the
end of the month.

All Indian traders in the main
road of Sophiatown have also been
or monthly permits since the Re-
settlement Boar#! took over in Sep-
tember last year. Dating from that
time their rentals were raised by
£10 to £15 a month by the Board.

At the end of every month each
trader must apply to have his per-
mit renewed. This insecurity and un-
certainty about their immediate
future, together with the depopula-
tion of Sophiatown, has seriously
affected their businesses. Several
months ago the traders were told by
the Board that their families would
have to move to Lenasia but they
could continue to run their busi-
nesses in Sophiatown.

“If we move our homes today,
tomorrow cur budnesses will be
one,” was the reply of the traders.
o far their families have been
allowed to continue to live behind
the shops, but how long will it be
before they, too, are forced out?

Minister of Mines Senator Jan de Klerk visited the scene of the
disaster at Clydesdale.

Cato Manor Seethes
With Hatred

{Continued from page 1)
been arresting more and more peo-
ple in connection with the Killin
of the policemen. So far over 5
arrests have been made and of this
number 23 have been charged with
murder.

The Joint Secretariat of the Con-
gress Alliance is raising funds for
the defence ot those arrested.

There was a show of strength
during the burial of the two African
policemen killed in last week’s dis-
turbances. Armed police stood out-
side the cemetery in troop carriers
while another contingent with rifles
stood at attention at the graveside.

Overhead four Harvard aircraft
flew past the cemetery, and, after
the funeral, circled Cato Manor
while police (>atrols sped through
the area. The aircraft only left the
area aher the chief of Cato Manor

police. Major van der Merwe,
V\(?ved a white handkerchief to the
pilot.

In a graveside speech Major van
der Merwe declared: “WE WILL
AVENGE THEIR DEATH.”

INQUIRY WANTED

Whilst the police seek revenge,
the demand for a judicial commis-
sion is receiving wide support.

Both Durban’s daily newspapers
su_Bport this demand.” So do the
Liberal Party, Institute of Race Re-
lations and 1 wide section of public
opinion.

SUSPEND NEW TAXES

DEMAND

1960 African Taxes

JOHANNESBURG

FTMALK of the trains and the fac-

tories is the higher tax to be
paid by Africans from this year.
These extra taxes, warns the S.A.
Congress of Trade Unions, may 1®
the proverbial last straw which will
break the camel’s back.
- SACTU calls on workers’ organ-
isations and the public to stand by
African workers and to demand
the suspension of the hew tax.

SACTU warns that workers will
have no alternative but to serve
jail  sentences for failing to pay
their  taxes; employers will find
their labour forces dislocated while
workers are in jail or trying to find
money to pay the new taxes; la-
bour relations must suffer.

Only a government unconcerned
with human beings could impose a
lax of £2 a year on people earning
the pitiable sum of £180 a year
$1£15 a monthﬁ, irrespective of the

umber of children "supported on
this wage and irrespective of the
already heavy burden of poll tax,
transport and other costs.

WORKERS

Doubled For Many

Here are the new tax rates to be
paid this year:

Poll tax to be paid by all Afri-
cans over 18 vyears: £1 15s. This
tax used to be £1 a year. _

Tax todbe paid by all African

men earning between £15 and £20
a month: £

Tax to be paid bg/ all African
men earnin rom £20 to £25 a
month: £2 15s.

Tax to be paid bg/ all African
men earnln% rom £25 to £30 a
month: £3 10s.

Tax to be paid by all African
men earning from £30 to £35 a
month: £4 5s.

African men earning more than
£35 a month will be taxed £4 5s.
plus £1 for every £60 or part of
ggl% above an annual income of

African women earning between
£15 and £20 a month will have to
pay taxes too: £1 a year. They will
pay an extra £1 a year for every
amount of £5 they earn above a
wage of £20 a month.

Commenting on the refusal of the
Minister of Justice to accede to the
demand made in Parliament for a
Commission of Inquiry, Mr. Moses
Mabhida, Chairman of the African
National Congress (Natal), said that
the Government was afraid of such
a Commission.

“l have no doubt,” he said, “that
if a Commission is appointed South
Africa will once again be indicted
at the bar of world opinion for its
callous disregard of the well-being
of the vast majority of the South
African  population—the African
people.”

Mr. Mabhida said the show of
police strength in Cato Manor was
only aggravating an already tense
situation.

“What the people want is Bread
and Peace, not the constant, nag-
ging worry of imprisonment and
death. Will those in authority ever
learn that intimidation and police
brutality can never bludgeon the
people into submission?” he asked.

“They should have learned this
after the 1959 disturbances. We
warned then, and we warn again:
Remove the root causes of these
disturbances or there will never be
peace in Cato Manor.”
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