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The sculpture has been created using
fabricated ribbons of steel

Guardian pays tribute to the 45 men killed in the Six Bells disaster

A 20 metre tall statue to commemorate the 50th anniversary of

the Six Bells colliery disaster in Abertillery is now complete.

Guardian, the iconic landmark by artist Sebastien Boyesen, has been

billed as Wales' Angel of the North.

The names, ages and home towns of the 45 men killed in the accident

will be inscribed on the plinth.

The statue now includes its arms which were missing when the

landmark was unveiled on the anniversary, 28 June.

A gas explosion 1,000ft (300m) below ground ripped through the Six

Bells colliery near Abertillery at 10.45am on 28 June 1960.

All but three of the 48 men working at W district of the old coal seam

were killed.

Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council and Six Bells Communities

First secured the £200,000 funding for the statue from a variety of

sources including the Welsh Assembly Government Heads of the

Valleys Partnership.

Mair Sheen from Six Bells

Communities First said: "It is

fantastic to see the statue complete

and an emotional day for all the

families of those who lost their lives

50 years ago and those who have

been working on this project for the

past year."

The statue - which stands 12.6m

tall on a 7.4m plinth - is part of an

ongoing regeneration project within

the Six Bells area.

There are plans to open a

restaurant - Ty Ebbw Fach - in

spring 2011 next to the statue to

serve the local community and an

anticipated increase in visitors to

the area.

Jocelyn Davies, Wales' deputy minister for housing and regeneration,

said: "This memorial statue will remember the disaster 50 years ago

but also provide something iconic for the people of the valleys for the

future.

"This statue will become the centrepiece of the Ebbw Fach Trail, linking

areas of countryside with walkways, bridle paths and cycle routes, and

will help our overall regeneration programme for the region."

BBC Local

South East Wales

Things to do

People & Places

Nature & Outdoors

History

Religion & Ethics

Arts & Culture

Music

TV & Radio

Page last updated at 15:57 GMT, Wednesday, 28 July 2010 16:57 UK

E-mail this to a friend Printable version

Six Bells mining disaster statue is completed

SEE ALSO

Mining disaster memorial unveiled

28 Jun 10 | Wales

Statue to remember mine disaster

28 Jun 10 | History

Remembering the Six Bells disaster

28 Jun 10 | History

Six Bells: Poem by Gillian Clarke

28 Jun 10 | Arts & Culture

Timelapse of 20m statue set-up

28 Jun 10 | Wales

OTHER RELATED BBC LINKS

BBC Wales History blog

BBC RADIO WALES

Listen Live Listen Again

MORE FROM SOUTH EAST WALES

NEWS

SPORT

WEATHER

TRAVEL

Caerphilly Webcam
Live pictures of the famous castle

FEATURES & STORIES

£5.6m Memo makeover gets started

Lord's vintage cars in £1.3m sale

Railway museum to close its doors

Ancient China art's museum debut

Tributes paid to city historian

Saving Egypt's old pyramid

Fight to reunite castle and art

Donors help save Captain Scott hut

Children's charity marks century

My memories of the Cardiff Blitz

Pottery museum reopens to public

IN PICTURES

The Cardiff Blitz
City bombed by Nazis seventy
years ago

British Jews in the forces
Exhibition on show at Cardiff
Castle

A boys' village
Holidays for children in need from
the cities and valleys

AUDIO & VIDEO

History professor tells own story

Time not up yet for town clocks

ELSEWHERE ON THE BBC

BBC Wales History

HISTORY



Communities First will be offering tours of the site and inviting people

to sign the memorial books this Saturday 31 July and next Monday to

Friday from 1000 to 1600 BST.
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