Coal mine fire building at
North Goonyella

JOHN NINNESS on September 28, 2018 at 7:59 pm

BREAKING NEWS: An underground mine fire is reportedly increasing in intensity at the
North Goonyella Mine near Moranbah and an explosion is highly possible. Unofficial
reports tonight say that there is a high probability of the fire growing and an explosion
is highly probable based on existing gas analysis data. The North Goonyella Mine has
been prone to heatings and spontaneous combustion events for some years and a range
of recovery actions have been taken several times in the past.

A team of disaster management experts including the Queensland Mines Inspectorate,
Professor David Cliff (University of Queensland - Mine Fire Expert), gas chemists and
Union Officials have been monitoring the potential of a serious explosion.
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Between 2 and 26 September Peabody made attempts to manage suspected heating of coal,
to enable re-entry to the mine and continue mining operations.
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On 27 September, smoke was observed rising from the main exhaust fan. This indicates

ontinues to be emitted from the underground workings.
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e On 2 September, the mine operator took the precaution of removing all persons from
the vicinity of surface entries to the mine.

o A surface exclusion zone has been set within the mine lease area to ensure the safety
of all persons.

» Operations, including recovery activity, have been suspended within the exclusion
zone due to an unacceptable level of risk to persons, identified by the mine operator.

e The mine continues to take measures to attempt to bring the situation under control.

e The Mines Inspectorate is working closely with the mine operator.

 There is a risk of uncontrolled fire underground and the potential for a subsequent
explosion. Any potential explosion is considered to present no risk to the public,
provided persons remain outside the exclusion zone.

Read more Mining Safety News
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